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CALHOUN, HULL, RIVERS, SANDERS, BLEIER
TO LEAD THE CLASS OF 2011

(CHICAGO)  NCAA Champion Head Coach Jim Calhoun, Chicago Blackhawks legend and Hockey Hall of Famer Bobby Hull, Boston Celtics Head Coach Glenn “Doc” Rivers, Pro Football Hall of Famer Barry Sanders and NFL great Rocky Bleier are among the 2011 inductees of The Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame. All have committed to attend the annual ceremonies and dinner at 6 p.m. on September 21st at Hawthorne Race Course. 

A winner of three NCAA titles at the University of Connecticut, Calhoun will receive the Ray Meyer College Coach of the Year Award. Previous recipients of this award - named for the beloved DePaul University legend and Basketball Hall of Famer - include Mike Krzyzewski, Roy Williams, Bill Self and Billy Donovan. All are National Championship winning coaches. In fact, this is the fifth consecutive year the Meyer award will go to the coach of the reigning NCAA champs.

Hull will receive the Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame Lifetime Achievement Award for his 15 seasons with the Chicago Blackhawks, which highlighted his 23-year playing career. Rivers was a Chicagoland high school standout at Proviso East long before starring in the NBA and, most recently, directing the Celtics to the NBA Championship. 

For invaluable contributions to football, Sanders has been selected for the Gale Sayers Award and Bleier will be honored with the George Connor Award. They are joined in this year’s class by fellow NFL veterans Howard Griffith (Illinois, Mendel Catholic and Julian H.S.) Dave Casper (Notre Dame), Mickey Pruitt (Colorado and Robeson H.S.), Paul Flatley (Northwestern), John Holecek (Illinois and Loyola Academy) and the late Mike Rabold (Indiana, Fenwick H.S.). 

Spectacular achievements in varied arenas highlight the careers of all inductees of the Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame. Also being inducted this year are Milt Pappas (Chicago Cubs, 17 years in MLB), Mabel Landry Staton (DePaul, Olympic Games), Steve Zucker (athlete representation) and Jack Rosenberg, longtime WGN Sports Editor, who will receive the inaugural Jack Brickhouse Media Award. 
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The Class of 2011 is also privileged to include Saint Xavier University Head Basketball Coach Tom O’Malley, longtime Gordon Tech Head Football Coach Tom Winiecki, volleyball player and coach Therese Boyle-Niego (Loyola, Pacific, Mother McAuley High School) and veteran Big Ten Conference football official Frank Strocchia.  

 Charles Carey, Chairman of the Board of the Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame said, “Every September, we are proud to welcome distinguished men and women to the Hall and the group we present in this, our 15th year, is among the best ever. The remarkable and truly memorable careers of these legendary figures of sport deserve the grand celebration with which we will salute them. Most of all, we’re happy to welcome so many fans and supporters to join us and we urge all to get their tickets early. Together, we will honor greatness.”
 
Veteran sportscaster Tom Shaer is Master of Ceremonies for the 2011 Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame induction dinner. Proceeds from the event benefit the Father John Smyth Standing Tall Foundation. Individual tickets are $125 each and tables of 10 are available. For tickets and sponsorships or to obtain more information about this year’s dinner, please visit www.chicagolandsportshalloffame.com  or call Howard Fagan at 708-780-3679 or 708-426-5212. 

The Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame has inducted 440 athletes, coaches, officials, media and others who distinguished themselves with contributions to sports. It exclusively benefits charitable, educational, literary and religious purposes and is a tax-exempt organization in Illinois under Section 501(c)(3).
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